BACK TO THE LEARNING PROCESS

of some other work Probably one of the reasons why some
students learn so much better than do others, is that they
utilize odd moments in the day to recall pieces of knowledge,
and each such recall serves as several repetitions. When a
piece of knowledge acquired in a certain classroom and in
a given subject is only recalled under exactly the same
circumstances, it cannot be said to be available for use.
Whereas if it is required or revived against other backgrounds
it gains an independent strength, another reason for the
correlation of studies and the avoidance of bulkheads
between subjects.

People sometimes acquire the unfortunate habit of
believing that they have bad memories, a belief which is
usually unjustified. It is true that our brain substance
probably does differ from one individual to another in that
quality which corresponds to memory. There are probably
these vital and inherited differences in memory just as there
are differences in the durability of paths through different
forests. A path made through one forest will last for
years, through another it will be overgrown again in a week.
Through one kind of vegetation paths are made only with
immense difficulty, through another with the greatest ease.
But the condition of the path system of a forest, though it
depends somewhat on these differences, depends far more
on the interest which men have in traversing it, and the
frequency with which they do so. In the same way a
man's memory in a given province will depend far more upon
interest and frequent recall than upon the quality of inherited
memory. A boy knows his favourite cricket team's per-
formances by heart because he is interested in them and
is always running over them. Powerful instincts of com-
petition, possession, and pride in personal prowess cause
the interest. If equally powerful interests could be enlisted
in the subjects of classics or chemistry, he would remember
the oxides of nitrogen or the tenses of seqvor just as well as
he remembers sporting records. It is probably curiosity
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